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Diary Dates
Every Day: Don’t forget Hesket
PS is a NUT AWARE School
August
29th—31st: Grade 3-4 Camp
September
20th: School Production
21st : Term 3 concludes
October:
8th: Term 3 commences
19th: Pupil Free Day
November:
6th: Melbourne Cup
December:
20th: Last day for students
21st: Pupil Free Day
Term 4 Dates 2018
Term 4 – 8th Oct– 21st Dec
Term Dates 2019
Term 1: 29 Jan (school teachers
start) - 5 April *
Term 2: 23 April - 28 June
Term 3: 15 July—20 Sep
Term 4: 7 Oct—20 December

Dear Parents/Caregivers
Hats On: A reminder that from Monday September 3, it is school policy
that broad brim or bucket hats are worn outside.
Chocolate Drive: As mentioned in a recent newsletter School Council has approved a Chocolate Drive fundraiser. The
chocolates have arrived at the school.
We have two boxes available , the Freddo Fun Pack and the Goody Box. Each
box has 60 items that are to be sold at
$1.00 per item. If you are able to support
this fundraiser by selling some chocolates, please see Deb at the school
to collect a box. Thank you in anticipation for your support.
NAPLAN: For those families who have a child in year 3 who completed
the NAPLAN tests, your child’s NAPLAN results will be sent home this
week. If you have any questions about the results of NAPLAN in general,
please make a time to see Mr Williamson.
Camp at Campaspe Downs—Last week some students from our school
joined students from Bolinda Primary School and Darraweit Guim Primary School for a Combined Schools Camp at Campaspe Downs. The students were able to participate in a terrific range of activities which Mr
Williamson has detailed in his report this week. I would like to thank Mr
Williamson for his willingness to attend this camp, particularly given that
his own children were not very well last week. It is these discretionary
contributions by teachers that ensure our students are able to access
activities such as camp and these extra efforts are very much appreciated.
Personal Goods Brought to School at Owner’s Risk: Personal property is
often brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can include
mobile phones, calculators, toys and sporting equipment. The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development does not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools and it will generally not
pay for any loss or damage to such property. Therefore, bringing any unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school is discouraged.
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Tickets Now on Sale

Costume Preparation
Please keep gathering items for costumes for our Production. Items required have been listed in the last two
newsletters.
Reading – Every Child, Every Night
I’ll take this opportunity to remind all of our families of the importance of your children
reading every night. Research says… ‘There is a strong correlation between a child’s ability to read and their academic performance. Because so much of our schooling relies on
our ability to read, children must have strong reading skills to succeed and thrive in
school’.
Please take the time to ensure that your child, no matter what their age is, reads every
night.
Staffing: As of tomorrow, Wednesday 5th September until the end of the term, I will
be absent from Hesket Primary School. During this time Mr Nick Williamson will be Acting Principal. If you have
any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact Nick.

Kind Regards
Glenda Miller
Acting Principal
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Students of the Week
F—1: Congratulations Matilda for your creative writing piece ‘If I Lived in a Snow Globe’.
Grade 2-4 : Our student of the week is Holly for challenging herself and overcoming obstacles.
From Mr Williamson’s Class: In Literacy this week we will focus on reading decoding strategies and reading comprehension strategies. Students will continue to write to persuade their audience. The spelling focus for this week is the prefix re –
meaning repeating or backwards.
In Numeracy this week students will create and interpret simple maps. Students will be introduced to simple co-ordinates
and how to follow directions such as north, south, east and west.
On Wednesday last week our grade 3 and 4 students arrived at Campaspe Downs camp just out of Kyneton. The weather we
were greeted with on the day could not have been better with beautiful blue skies. Not long after all the students had arrived
they had the chance to take their luggage over to their cabins and set up their beds for the next few days. Students then
gathered in Campaspe Hall where they were put into their activity groups. This was an opportunity to meet students from
Bolinda and Darraweit Guim Primary Schools. Students then had lunch by the lake. They were very excited for the camp led
activities to begin.
Our first activity was rock climbing, students were fitted into harnesses. Our instructor Paige gave a demonstration on how to
climb. Students had multiple opportunities to attempt climbing the enormous tower and two students were successful in
reaching the top. We then had dinner before getting ready to disco until late in the night. It was really important that students had a good sleep on the first night with so many activities to complete the following day.
Thursday arrived much earlier than some thought. We were greeted in the dining room with a smorgasbord of food for
breakfast, good fuel for our big day. In the morning we went to the archery range where students showed an affinity for firing arrows, perhaps being modern day Robin Hoods. Shortly after students moved on to aeroball which is a combination between trampoline and basketball. Unfortunately our time at aeroball was cut short due to some torrential rain. We retreated
into the basketball stadium to seek refuge for thirty minutes and when skies cleared we returned to aeroball.
After a scrumptious lunch we headed back out to complete two of the most talked about activities on camp, flying fox and
giant swing. The flying fox was amazing with students able to zip down the line four at a time. How the students stopped
themselves at the end of the line was interesting with some quite content to have their shoes, pants and hair fill with bark.
The giant swing involved a lot of team work because students needed to pull the rope to hoist the students on the swing high
into the air.
When students arrived to the dining room for their final dinner on camp the lack of sleep was evident on all their faces.
Straight after dinner students returned to cabins to shower and get ready for bed. Students made their way over to the hall
to watch a movie.
Friday morning is always a busy time on camp. Packing, rolling up sleeping bags, finding lost items of clothing filled every second of the morning. Our luggage needed to be out of our cabins by 9:00am and taken to the basketball stadium. With light
but persistent rain falling for most of the morning students weren’t so enthused about heading out to complete our last two
activities. Students begrudgingly trudged over to the possum glider. On arrival and listening to our activity leader speak about
performing tricks metres in the air the smiles quickly returned to their faces. Possum glider was another fantastic activity for
students to use their team work skills.
The rain finally cleared and students made their way excitedly to the abseiling tower. There were lots of murmurs in the
group like ‘no way’, ‘I’m not doing that’ and ‘it’s too high’. I’m very proud to say that most of our students took the challenge
and had a go.
It was a fantastic camp where students were able to overcome obstacles, work as a team and had the opportunity to meet
other students. I would highly recommend this camp to others. Finally a big thank you to Ms Miller and Deb who visited and
helped out on the camp on Wednesday and Thursday.
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From Mrs Manitta’s Class: This week we welcomed the Year 2’s into our class whilst the other students attended camp. In Literacy, we focused on the books written by Roald Dahl in preparation for our Roald Dahl celebration party on 13th September! We have been reading ‘The Twits’
together as a class and laughing our way through it! The students particularly enjoyed hearing
about Mr Twit’s beard. Tangled in his beard were sardines, maggots and scrambled egg!

For Writing, the students wrote a procedure ’How to Make
Playdough’. We followed Catherine’s playdough recipe and the children took it home to enjoy.
Catherine’s Playdough Recipe
3 cups of plain flour
2 tbsp cooking oil
4 tbs cream of tartare
1 cup of salt
Food colouring
2 cups of hot water
Mix all ingredients together in a bowl for 3-5 minutes and allow to
cool!

Students also wrote a creative piece ‘If I Lived in a Snow Globe’. They brainstormed their ideas, drafted, proof read,
edited and published their work. Students created a snow globe out of a clear plastic lid and placed a picture of themselves in the middle surrounded by cotton wool and glitter.
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For Numeracy, students revised addition and subtraction. They played various dice games to consolidate and
strengthen their understandings. We will continue to revise and concentrate on place value for the next few weeks in
small focus groups. The struggle with place value (position of a number and its value) carries over into multiplication
and division. It is important that we develop a firm understanding before moving on.
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