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Diary Dates
Every Day: Don’t forget Hesket
PS is a NUT AWARE School
October:
12th: Subway Lunch
19th: Pupil Free Day
November:
2nd: Quantum—Melbourne Excursion
6th: Melbourne Cup
8th: Hesket Games
9th: Hesket Games (back up date)
7th: Dental Screening
December:
20th: Last day for students
21st: Pupil Free Day
Term 4 Dates 2018
Term 4 – 8th Oct– 21st Dec
Term Dates 2019
Term 1: 29 Jan (school teachers
start) - 5 April *
Term 2: 23 April - 28 June
Term 3: 15 July—20 Sep
Term 4: 7 Oct—20 December

Dear Parents/Caregivers
Welcome back to Hesket Primary School for what promises to be a very busy
Term 4. I trust that all families had a safe and enjoyable term break.
School Production— Congratulations are extended to
all students for their role in
our Annual School Concert.
Feedback I have received
has been very positive and
this is a credit to all students and staff members involved.
Pupil Free Day—A reminder that Friday 19th October is a Pupil Free Day. On this
day teachers will be undertaking professional learning at the school, based on
Positive Behavior Support and our new reporting program.
Hats On—thank you for your assistance in ensuring all students have their hats
at school. A reminder that any students without a broad brim hat will be asked
to stay in the shaded areas doing outside times.

BARR— Bushfire at Risk Register.
The BARR identifies schools located
in areas considered to be at risk
from bushfires and it reviewed annually. Hesket Primary School is categorised as Category 2, which
means that our site is considered to
be at high risk from bushfire. As such Hesket Primary School
1.

is required to close on CODE RED days

2.

will not operate at its normal site under EXTREME fire danger conditions for our Local Government Area (LGA)

I have attached to todays newsletter information relevant to CODE RED
days and EXTREME fire danger days. Please note that on EXTREME fire
danger conditions days student and staff from Hesket Primary School will
relocate to Romsey Primary School

Hesket students are respectful. Hesket students are responsible. Hesket students achieve their best.

Sunbury Community Health— Dental Screening
Sunbury Community Health is offering a free dental service to all children at Hesket Primary School on November 7th. There
are no out of pocket costs for any child, for this initial screening.
The dental practitioner will be visiting to provide a dental screening and discuss developing good dental habits with your
child. A report will be provided to your child after the check up, with information on your child’s screening and whether a
further appointment is necessary.
Further information about the dental service will be sent home to families as it becomes available

Milo—we have been providing milo for bus travellers in the mornings during the colder months. With the warmer weather
we will no longer provide this on a consistent basis but will make it available on the occasional colder morning.

Kind Regards
Glenda Miller
Acting Principal
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CODE RED DAYS
Hesket Primary School
Bushfire At-Risk Register - Schools

School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving life.

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red fire danger
rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district. Our school has been identified as being one of those at high
bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR.

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter and
SMS message/phone tree. A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later
than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we
will provide you with advice before the end of the school day.

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast. This is to
avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also important to note that:




No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.
School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is located.

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should never
be left at home or in the care of older children.

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to
leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency Management Plan.
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What can parents do?



Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event
that our school is closed.



Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, by checking our website http://www.hesketps.vic.edu.au and by talking to your child’s teacher
or any other member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.
Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you
should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.



If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.



You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training
website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season see:



https://emergency.vic.gov.au
Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic)



Twitter (twitter.com/CFA_Updates)



ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters



VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)
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EXTREME DAYS
Hesket Primary School
Bushfire At-Risk Register - Schools
School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving life.
Following consultation with the School Council and the broader school community, the regional director has endorsed our
school (Hesket Primary School) to relocate to lower risk host school, [Romsey Primary School., 800 Romsey Road, ROMSEY
on forecast Extreme Fire Danger Rating (FDR) days.
In these circumstances, when the Bureau of Meteorology forecasts an Extreme FDR day, the school will contact you directly
[SMS message/phone tree] before the end of the school day prior to the Extreme FDR to inform you about arrangements
for the relocation.
This information will also be posted on the Department of Education and Training website, which I strongly recommend
that you monitor for updates – see
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
The school has worked with the region to address student transport to the relocated facility and the following arrangements are in place – students to be dropped at Romsey Primary School by parents.
I acknowledge that the potential relocation of our school on a forecast Extreme FDR day may result in some inconvenience
to you and your family, but the safety of our students and staff remains our top priority.
What can parents do?

Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event
that our school is closed.


Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, [by checking our website [insert URL] and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other member
of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.



Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you
should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.



If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.



You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the VicEmergency website at emergency.vic.gov.au or call the 24hour VicEmergency Hotline on 1800 226 226.
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