Newsletter
Term 4– Week 2

16th October 2018

Phone: (03) 5427 0330
Fax: (03) 5427 0720
Email: hesket.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Acting Co- Principals: Glenda Miller and Nick Williamson
Bank details: BSB 063-806 Account No: 10023792 Account
Name: Hesket Primary School Official Account

Diary Dates
Every Day: Don’t forget Hesket
PS is a NUT AWARE School
October:
19th: Pupil Free Day
November:
2nd: Quantum—Melbourne Excursion

Bushfire at Risk Register (BARR)
Hesket Primary School is categorised as Category 2, which means that our site is considered to be at high risk from bushfire. As such
Hesket Primary School
1.

is required to close on CODE RED days

2.

will not operate at its normal site under EXTREME fire danger conditions
for our Local Government Area (LGA)

Dear Parents/Caregivers

8th: Hesket Games

Pupil Free Day—A reminder that this Friday 19th October is a Pupil Free Day. On
this day teachers will be undertaking professional learning at the school, based
on Positive Behavior Support and our new reporting program.

9th: Hesket Games (back up date)

Child Safe Standards

7th: Dental Screening

The child safe standards require schools to consider all aspects of child safety
and put measures in place to protect children from all forms of abuse, including:

6th: Melbourne Cup

December:



sexual or grooming offences



physical violence



serious emotional or psychological harm

Term 4 – 8th Oct– 21st Dec



serious neglect.

Term Dates 2019

There are seven child safe standards.

20th: Last day for students
21st: Pupil Free Day
Term 4 Dates 2018

Term 1: 29 Jan (school teachers
start) - 5 April *
Term 2: 23 April - 28 June
Term 3: 15 July—20 Sep
Term 4: 7 Oct—20 December

1. Strategies to embed an organisational culture of child safety.
2. A child safety policy or statement of commitment to child safety.
3. A child safety code of conduct.
4. School staff selection, supervision and management practices for a child-safe
environment.
5. Procedures for responding to and reporting allegations of suspected child
abuse.
6. Strategies to identify and reduce or remove risks of child abuse.
7. Strategies to promote child empowerment and participation.

Hesket students are respectful. Hesket students are responsible. Hesket students achieve their best.

Hats On—thank you for your assistance in ensuring all students have their hats at school. A reminder that any
students without a broad brim hat will be asked to stay in the shaded areas doing outside times.
Illness—Unfortunately we have had a number of students ill at the start of Term 4 as well as some staff members
who also have not been well.
Sunbury Community Health— Dental Screening
Sunbury Community Health is offering a free dental service to all children at Hesket Primary School on November
7th. There are no out of pocket costs for any child, for this initial screening.
The dental practitioner will be visiting to provide a dental screening and discuss developing good dental habits
with your child. A report will be provided to your child after the check up, with information on your child’s screening and whether a further appointment is necessary.
Further information about the dental service will be sent home to families as it becomes available
Milo—we have been providing milo for bus travellers in the mornings during the colder months. With the warmer weather we will no longer provide this on a consistent basis but will make it available on the occasional colder
morning.
Working with Children Checks (WWC)
Based on the new legislation and best practice that is in line with the Child Safe Standards, it is now a requirement for all parents and carers who volunteer their time at Hesket Primary School to have a valid WWCC. For
more information about how to get your volunteer WWCC please go to
http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/

School Excursion—QUANTUM—Attached to today's newsletter is the permission
form for our upcoming excursion to Quantum. Quantum Victoria is a Centre of
Excellence and Innovation in STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) and is co-located with
Charles La Trobe P-12 College at Macleod West. We are travelling to Macleod by bus and students from Bolinda
Primary School will be joining us on this excursion. This excursion is provided at no cost

Kind Regards
Glenda Miller
Acting Principal
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Students of the Week
F –1: Congratulations Curtis for working so hard on your persuasive piece of writing.
Grade 2—4: Our student of the week is Jack for upholding our values of respect, responsibility and achieving our
best.
From Mr Williamson's Class

It has been great to see everyone start back to term four full of enthusiasm and most importantly ready
to learn.
Last week during the literacy block students completed a running record reading assessment to determine their reading level. It has been very pleasing to see the students who have continued their reading
during the holidays and it is very noticeable in the results. Students have made great strides forward in
reading, well done.
This week in the literacy block students will be concentrating on the reading comprehension strategy
fact and opinion. During writing students will complete some recount pieces for the Mulberries for
2018. The spelling for this week is the digraph /ge/ making the sound “j” as in cage.
During numeracy the students have been working on angles. They can identify and classify angles as
right, acute, obtuse and straight. Some students can measure angles accurately using a protractor and
draw angles that are acute, obtuse, right and straight.
Science this term will be focussed on coding. Students began with an introduction to computer code and
the use of binary. Students then made a binary necklace that spelt their names using 0’s and 1’s. They
have gained an understanding about how much code is needed for just one letter.
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From Mrs Manitta’s Class:
Welcome back Foundation / Grade 1 families! I hope you all had an enjoyable and restful break.
This week in Literacy, we focused on persuasive texts. We looked at what tricks are used in advertising to persuade a reader to purchase or adopt a certain point of view. Students were each given an advertisement from a
magazine and asked to discuss the tricks used.
After some class discussion and modelled writing, the students have commenced the planning process to writing
a persuasive report. They listed the pros and cons, selected three reasons why they would choose this animal and
are now working on their introduction and conclusion. They will edit their planning and add more emotive language For e.g. The PERFECT pet is a cat!
The students also looked briefly at rhetorical questions. (A device used to persuade or subtly influence the audience. Sometimes used to emphasise a point) For e.g. Are you kidding me? You can’t be serious? Some students
have come up with their own and inserted this into their planning.

In Numeracy this week, we looked at Chance and the likelihood of events using the words possible, impossible,
most likely, unlikely and certain. Students watched a clip to reinforce this understanding before conducting an
experiment using coloured tiny teddies. We revised analogue time O’clock, quarter past, half past and quarter to
for the Grade 1’s.

For Integrated Studies, we are looking at different cultures and their values, beliefs and traditions. Students made
a Chinese Dragon and spray painted it silver before adding red glitter. They traditionally symbolize auspicious
powers, particularly control over water, rainfall, typhoons and floods. The dragon is also a symbol of power,
strength, and good luck for people who are worthy of it.
Class Notes / Reminders
Unfortunately, I have been unwell since Thursday with the flu and hope to be back soon.
If anyone has pictures of the concert, could you please share them with us and send them to:
Hesket.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

CODE RED DAYS
Hesket Primary School
Bushfire At-Risk Register - Schools

School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving life.

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red fire danger
rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district. Our school has been identified as being one of those at high
bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR.

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter and
SMS message/phone tree. A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later
than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we
will provide you with advice before the end of the school day.

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast. This is to
avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also important to note that:




No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.
School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is located.

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should never
be left at home or in the care of older children.

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to
leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency Management Plan.
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What can parents do?



Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event
that our school is closed.



Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, by checking our website http://www.hesketps.vic.edu.au and by talking to your child’s teacher
or any other member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.
Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you
should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.



If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.



You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training
website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season see:



https://emergency.vic.gov.au
Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic)



Twitter (twitter.com/CFA_Updates)



ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters



VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)
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EXTREME DAYS
Hesket Primary School
Bushfire At-Risk Register - Schools
School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving life.
Following consultation with the School Council and the broader school community, the regional director has endorsed our
school (Hesket Primary School) to relocate to lower risk host school, [Romsey Primary School., 800 Romsey Road, ROMSEY
on forecast Extreme Fire Danger Rating (FDR) days.
In these circumstances, when the Bureau of Meteorology forecasts an Extreme FDR day, the school will contact you directly
[SMS message/phone tree] before the end of the school day prior to the Extreme FDR to inform you about arrangements
for the relocation.
This information will also be posted on the Department of Education and Training website, which I strongly recommend
that you monitor for updates – see
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
The school has worked with the region to address student transport to the relocated facility and the following arrangements are in place – students to be dropped at Romsey Primary School by parents.
I acknowledge that the potential relocation of our school on a forecast Extreme FDR day may result in some inconvenience
to you and your family, but the safety of our students and staff remains our top priority.
What can parents do?

Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event
that our school is closed.


Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, [by checking our website [insert URL] and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other member
of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.



Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you
should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.



If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.



You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the VicEmergency website at emergency.vic.gov.au or call the 24hour VicEmergency Hotline on 1800 226 226.
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