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Diary Dates
Every Day: Don’t forget Hesket
PS is a NUT AWARE School
November:
2nd: Quantum—Melbourne Excursion

A message from the School Council President
New Principal: I am pleased to announce on behalf of School Council
the appointment of Ms Seona Aulich as Principal of Hesket Primary
School, commencing at the beginning of the new school year. Seona is
currently Assistant Principal at Rosanna Golf Links Primary School and
we are delighted that she has accepted this position.
Brett Hayler
School Council President

6th: Melbourne Cup—no school
8th: Hesket Games
9th: Hesket Games (back up date)
9th: Subway
7th: Dental Screening

Dear Parents/Caregivers
Sunbury Community Health— Dental Screening. As noted previously,
Sunbury Community Health is offering a free dental service to all children
at Hesket Primary School on November 7th. There are no out of pocket
costs for any child, for this initial screening.

December:
20th: Last day for students
21st: Pupil Free Day
Term 4 Dates 2018

Forms have been sent home today. Please sign the consent form and
complete the Child Medical History From. We are asking that these form
are signed, completed and returned to the school on Thursday this week.
This is because we have the excursion on Friday and Melbourne Cup day
next Tuesday We appreciate your support in this matter.

Term 4 – 8th Oct– 21st Dec
Term Dates 2019
Term 1: 29 Jan (school teachers
start) - 5 April *
Term 2: 23 April - 28 June
Term 3: 15 July—20 Sep
Term 4: 7 Oct—20 December

Melbourne Cup—a reminder that next Tuesday 6th November is a public
holiday. We will send the newsletter home next Wednesday.

Bushfire at Risk Register (BARR)
Hesket Primary School is categorised as Category 2, which means that our site is considered to be at high risk from bushfire. As such
Hesket Primary School
1.

is required to close on CODE RED days

2.

will not operate at its normal site under EXTREME fire danger conditions
for our Local Government Area (LGA)

Hesket students are respectful. Hesket students are responsible. Hesket students achieve their best.

School Excursion—QUANTUM—a reminder to return permission forms for our upcoming excursion to Quantum on this Friday 2nd November. We are travelling to Macleod by bus and students from Bolinda Primary
School will be joining us on this excursion. This excursion is provided at no cost. While we expect to be back at
the school just prior to 4.00pm, arrangements should be made for bus travellers to be collected from the school.
Given that the schedule is very tight, just a few minutes delay would have the students arriving back at the school
after the bus has gone by.
MARC Van—Staffing change—Mrs Jocelyn Russel who is the regular visitor to our school with the MARC Van has
taken some long service leave. During her absence Ms Renee Tanoskovic will be her replacement, and the MARC
Van will continue to visit the school each Monday afternoon.
Hesket Games—Given our lower enrolment numbers and some known student absences we are changing the
format of the Hesket Cup this year to more of a games format. There will be less emphasis on winning and losing
and more emphasis on maximising participation and enjoyment for all students. We are planning to hold this
event next Thursday morning 8th November (back up day is Friday 9th November, if weather is an issue on Thursday). Children will require their own fruit for fruit break and their morning snack. Lunch (salad wraps and fruit
skewers) will be provided. As our special lunch this term. An order form is attached.
The format for the day will be as follows:
9.00 – 9.30
9.30 – 10.10

1.10.10.20
10.20 – 11.00

Reading – normal inside Program
Session 1 – Games (Sam)
Tunnel Ball
Over Under Ball
Egg and Spoon Race
Basket Ball Dribble
Other
Fruit Break and Drink

11.00 -11.10

Session 2 – Games (NicK)
Parachute
Other: To be confirmed
Supervised Eating

11.20 – 11.30

Recess

11.30- 1.30

Normal Session 2

1.30

Special Lunch (wraps)

1.40 – 2.10

Outside Play

2.10 – 3.30

Normal Session 3

It will be important for students to have sunscreen
applied and for them to be sure to have their hats at
school.

Kind Regards
Glenda Miller
Acting Principal
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Students of the Week
F –1: Our student of the week this week is Matilda for her commitment to her spelling .
Grade 2-4: Our student of the week this week is Pheonix for her excellent reading.
From Mr Williamson’s Class:
In literacy, students have been using the fact and opinion reading strategy. The students have read a variety of texts and
have used colour coded stick notes to determine what are facts and what are opinions in
the text. In writing, the students have completed their drafts for the Mulberries and have
begun their poetry writing with shape poems.
During numeracy, the students have completed collecting data and using tally marks to
record the data for their favourite colour, sport and food. Students have then used the
data to make various types of graph, for example bar, column, line and pie. Students
have compared how the data was represented on two different graphs and discussed
which one represents the data better. On Friday we had our first attempt at producing a
graph using excel and we will complete some more this week.
In Science, the students have begun to work their way through code monkey. This has
been a great introduction to problem solving and thinking critically. It has been pleasing
to see the students show fantastic persistence when faced with a problem or difficult
task.
Thanks to Robert this week for bringing in and showing the class his deer antler, it was
very impressive. The students asked many questions about it and I’m sure they know
much more about deer.

From Mrs Manitta’s Class:
This week in Literacy, we focused on the different types of poetry.
Students created sensory poems and concrete/shape poems. They created a sensory poem about a haunted house in preparation for Halloween and a concrete poem for our Integrated topic ‘Celebrating Differences’.

Sensory Poem by Matilda (Foundation)
Haunted House
I see scary ghosts
I taste cookies
I smell pumpkins
I feel excited
I hear cats
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Concrete Poem by Sam (Foundation)
Chinese Dragons
Big eyes,
Colourful dragon,
Pretty,
Red and Lucky,
Protects you
LUCKY DRAGON
Students finished their persuasive reports while always referring back to their planning material.
Persuasive Report by Ella (Foundation)
Dogs are Better Than Cats
It’s quite simple really. Dogs are better than cats.
Dogs are playful and fun.
Dogs are easy to train. They sit.
Dog can protect you.
Dogs are better than Cats. Dogs are the perfect pets!

In Numeracy, we are in the middle of formal assessment and I am very proud of their progress so far.
For our Integrated topic ‘Celebrating Differences’ we focused on the traditions of the Chinese. Both classes enjoyed the
multi age activities. Together we made an enormous Chinese dragon! The children enjoyed learning all about the significance of the Chinese Dragon and its features. They had fun performing the Chinese Dragon Dance!
Did you know? The Dragon Dance is
performed on auspicious occasions
and wards off evil spirits and welcomes good fortune. The Dragon was
thought to be the God of rain, thunder, stars and rainbows.Today it symbolizes power, dignity, wealth and
respect. The longer the dragon, the
more luck it is thought to bring.

In Visual Arts, students mixed colours and created different shades of blue. They created
a Halloween night scene with 3D bats
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CODE RED DAYS
Hesket Primary School
Bushfire At-Risk Register - Schools

School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving life.

Schools and children’s services listed on the DET Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR) will be closed when a Code Red fire danger
rating day is determined in their Bureau of Meteorology district. Our school has been identified as being one of those at high
bushfire risk and is listed on the BARR.

Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a potential Code Red day closure by letter and
SMS message/phone tree. A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management Commissioner no later
than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of the confirmation of the Code Red day we
will provide you with advice before the end of the school day.

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather forecast. This is to
avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child. It is also important to note that:




No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.
School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger rating day is determined for the Bureau of Meteorology district in which the camp is located.

On these Code Red days families are encouraged to enact their Bushfire Survival Plan – on such days children should never
be left at home or in the care of older children.

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the CFA advise that when Code Red days are forecast, the safest option is to
leave the night before or early on the morning of the Code Red day.

As part of preparing our school for potential hazards such as fire, we have updated and completed our Emergency Management Plan.
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Did you know? The Dragon Dance is performed on auspicious occasions and wards off evil spirits and welcomes good fortune. The Dragon
thought to be the God of rain, thunder, stars and rainbows. Today it symbolizes power, dignity, wealth and respect. The longer the dragon
more luck it is thought to bring.

In Visual Arts, students mixed colours and created different shades of blue. They created a Halloween night scene with 3D bats.

What can parents do?



Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event
that our school is closed.



Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, by checking our website http://www.hesketps.vic.edu.au and by talking to your child’s teacher
or any other member of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.
Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you
should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.



If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.



You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training
website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season see:



https://emergency.vic.gov.au
Facebook (facebook.com/cfavic)



Twitter (twitter.com/CFA_Updates)



ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters



VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226)
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EXTREME DAYS
Hesket Primary School
Bushfire At-Risk Register - Schools
School procedures for the bushfire season
Fire danger ratings and warnings are used in Victoria to provide clear direction on the safest options for preserving life.
Following consultation with the School Council and the broader school community, the regional director has endorsed our
school (Hesket Primary School) to relocate to lower risk host school, [Romsey Primary School., 800 Romsey Road, ROMSEY
on forecast Extreme Fire Danger Rating (FDR) days.
In these circumstances, when the Bureau of Meteorology forecasts an Extreme FDR day, the school will contact you directly
[SMS message/phone tree] before the end of the school day prior to the Extreme FDR to inform you about arrangements
for the relocation.
This information will also be posted on the Department of Education and Training website, which I strongly recommend
that you monitor for updates – see
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
The school has worked with the region to address student transport to the relocated facility and the following arrangements are in place – students to be dropped at Romsey Primary School by parents.
I acknowledge that the potential relocation of our school on a forecast Extreme FDR day may result in some inconvenience
to you and your family, but the safety of our students and staff remains our top priority.
What can parents do?

Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in the event
that our school is closed.


Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers. Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletters, [by checking our website [insert URL] and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other member
of the teaching staff about our emergency management plan.



Most importantly at this time of year, if you’re planning a holiday or short stay in the bush or in a coastal area, you
should check warnings in advance of travel and remain vigilant during your stay.



If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.



You can access more information about children’s services closures on the Department of Education and Training website – see http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx

For up-to-date information on this year’s fire season, visit the VicEmergency website at emergency.vic.gov.au or call the 24hour VicEmergency Hotline on 1800 226 226.
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