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Diary Dates
April
 19th – Term Two begins
May
 17th – 21st – Education Week
 24th – 29th – Swimming @ Gisborne Pool
June
 14th – Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday
 Frozen - TBC

This week as I’ve looked around, I have seen tired
little faces, especially in our Junior grade pushing out
to the end of term. After a big Term One, we’ve all
made it!
It is incredible to step back and look at the learning
that has occurred over the last nine weeks. This is
especially obvious with our youngest Hesket students;
to see our Preps independently reading and writing,
counting and setting out their Maths books is pretty
remarkable.

Of course Zoe is just as amazed at our Junior grade’s
enthusiasm and readiness to learn, as well as the students’ willingness to challenge themselves, taking so
much pride in their effort and achievements along the way. As a grade they have so quickly and comfortably
bonded as a team, forming meaningful friendships and always helping each other out. It is a joy for Zoe to
share in her grade’s learning each day – what lies ahead?
When I asked Mr Williamson what his highlight of the term has been, he talked about how impressed he
has been with the attitude and willingness of his students to be stretched and challenged. So often, Mr
Williamson pops in to my office to show me writing, tell me about how many reading levels a student has
moved forward or his surprise when his students have tenaciously worked through a Maths task, embracing
and relishing the challenge. I secretly think that this is Mr Williamson’s true highlight, knowing how much he
too enjoys maths.
Being new to our school, Mrs Thurstun has loved getting to know the kids and families of Hesket. When I
pressured her to choose her highlight though, she smiled as she remembered the great day she had with
the softball team. She loved the way younger kids stepped up, were so enthusiastic about training and
demonstrated great teamwork and spirit on the day, even when playing against other teams made up of just
Grade Five and Six students. The fact that Hesket also won a few games on the day was inconsequential;
she was just so proud of the team!
I don’t think any of you will have any trouble guessing what Sam’s favourite part of the term has been in
Science – butterflies! We know that Sam knows so much about butterflies but for him, seeing all of the
students at Hesket learn so much about the different species, their life-cycle and how precisely our young
scientists were able to document their learning was inspiring. We know that we all learn best by doing and
having caterpillars become chrysalis then hatch before our eyes is something that none of us will forget.
We hope to welcome Caroline Le Sueur back to our team next term
but in the meantime would once again like to thank Natalie for all the
work she’s done in the Art room this term. Our students have had a
very rich term and we’ve so appreciated Natalie’s flexibility.
Last week I thanked Lucy for the time she’s put into working through
the design process with our Grade Six students getting their jackets
this week. You’ll agree they all look fabulous and you will no doubt
see our Grade Sixes looking sharp in their new threads!

Today we are very sad to say goodbye to one of our families as they move to a new area and school. We
have absolutely loved getting to know Mina over the term and know that she will be an asset to her new
school and community. All the best Mina, we will miss your enthusiasm, ability to find awe in nature and the
wonderful conversations that make your teachers smile each day.
Have a wonderful break everyone. I hope that all of your holiday plans are going ahead and that you all
return fresh and ready for a big Term Two.
Students of the Week
Congratulations to this week’s Students of the Week. Well done to Micah, Ella and Issy who are our
deserving Students of the Week!

Draft Music Timetable – From Last Week
Shaun Evans, the Program Director at Ranges Music
Network has just sent me through a draft timetable
for next term’s instrumental music lessons. There has
been a fantastic response to the lessons and I
encourage those interested to make contact with
Shaun at shaun@rangesmusic.net or by visiting the
Hesket Primary page on the Ranges Music website at
https://rangesmusic.net/hps.
2022 – From Last Week
This week I have had
been booking in tours
for prospective 2022
enrolments. Only a term
into this year I am
already beginning to
plan for next year. I ask
everyone in our school
community to
encourage families they
know with kinder-aged children to make contact to
organise their one-on-one school tour. I too will make
sure that I fill in my enrolment form for my very excited kinder girl!

