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Diary Dates
December
 Sat 14th – Christmas Carols @ Romsey
Skate Park. Performance at 7.45pm
 Fri 20th – Whole school Christmas
breakfast/carols and assembly – 9am
 Fri 20th - Last Day of Term Four – 1.30pm
Finish
January
 Wed 29th – All students begin Term One

With only a week to go, the classrooms and hard
work of 2019 are being packed up, ready for
summer holidays. While the students have been
finalising some end of year work, they have also
enjoyed tinkering with Christmas craft and
cooking.
This week, our 2020 Preps showed us that they
were more than ready to start school and Bailey
had a fantastic final day of transition at Kyneton
Secondary College.

Student of the Week
Congratulations to Tarryn and Hunter who were last week’s Students of the Week.
Tarryn showed us all how resilient she can be in tricky situations and Hunter has
been making a huge effort to listen and concentrate in the classroom. Well done
to the both of you.
Are Uke Mad? No, Uke Are. Get Uked!
If you’re thinking about purchasing a ukulele for your child this Christmas, consider getting a Mahalo
brand one (same as the school ones) or go the next level up and get a Makala Dolphin series
one. You’re best getting a soprano one (same as the school ones) as opposed to the slightly larger
baritone ones, which you might consider down the track…..as you or your child get further UKED! The
prices of the Mahalo ones are around the $35 mark with the Makala Dolphin ones being around $55 or
more depending on the extra accessories they come with. The Makala Dolphin series ones have a
nicer ring to their tone. Ukuleles are great in the car, on camping trips, around the house and can
easily fit down the chimney, if Santa is given the job. Buying a tuner is not vital as any device with
internet can provide you with a ukulele tuner.
Signing off for now, UKULELizanne.
Uniforms – Free to Good Home
Just outside the office there is a table that has lots of older Hesket t-shirts on it. These are t-shirts with
either no logo or they are an older design. Not many have been taken but please
feel free to help yourself to a spare uniform if there is a size that would for your
child – even if it just as spare!
Romsey Christmas Carols – 14th December
Students are to meet Ms Aulich at the front of the kinder at 7.30pm, in
preparation for our performance.
Our students will be performing two songs on the night of the Romsey
Community Christmas Carols at 7.45pm. The evening begins with a community
picnic at 6pm and then caroling at 7pm. Hesket Primary students’ second song
will help to welcome a big guy in a red suit to the stage. After Santa’s visit, the

night will culminate in fireworks. We’re hoping that all of our students will be able to attend, dressed
with a touch of Christmas cheer!
Christmas Breakfast/Carols/Final Assembly
Next week, we’ll celebrate a great year with an end of year breakfast.
Our final day of school will begin with students and their families being invited to a special Christmas
themed breakfast where families can catch up before we all take summer holidays. Following
breakfast, the students with warm up their voices and perform a few Christmas carols for you all.
Robert and Max will take us through a final assembly and then we shall resume our ‘normal’ day,
seeing families at 1.30pm for a final day of term, early finish.
Please send a message via Seesaw indicating your attendance for catering purposes. Thank you to
those families who have already RSVP’d.
Before and After School Care Family Day Care Update

APPROVED!
Attached to the back of today’s newsletter is information about the
service beginning in 2020.
Yesterday, Our Village Family Childcare visited to view the space and
finalise details for next year’s before and and after school care.
To recap some key elements of the program:
 as the program is a family day care model, it can cater for seven
students in the morning and afternoon
 the program is run by a not-for-profit organisation and seeks to keep costs to a minimum
 priority will be given to those students who currently rely on the bus service for transportation to
school
 much of the bookings and enrolment process will be online
 the hours of the service will be determined by needs.
We will let you know via Seesaw as soon as bookings open; we were hoping that this would be today.
Kris Kringle
Just a reminder that each student has another student in their grade as a Kris Kringle. Each student
will then be encouraged to make random acts of kindness towards their Kris Kringle. This could be a
friendly note, a riddle, a joke or even just a kind comment. We will finish the year by exchanging a small
gift on the last day. The students have spoken at length about what might be an appropriate gift and
agreed it should be something thoughtful and not necessarily expensive (around $5). The students
came up with the following suggestions: a bouncy ball, stickers, something handmade, a yo-yo, a tub of
slime, a fidget spinner, some hair clips, a fun pencil or pen, a toy car or a bubble blowing kit.
Bushfire at Risk Register (BARR)
As I write this on a day of Code Red in much of the northern part of the state, I
will remind you of what the different warning levels mean for our school.
Hesket Primary School is categorised as Category 2, which means that our site
is considered to be at high risk from bushfire.
As such Hesket Primary School:
1. is required to close on CODE RED days
2. will not operate at its normal site under EXTREME fire danger conditions for our Local Government
Area (LGA). On EXTREME days, we will relocate to lower risk host school, Romsey Primary School. On

these days, you will be required to drop off and pick up your child/ren from Romsey Primary School.
CODE RED DAYS – SCHOOL CLOSURE
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a
potential Code Red day closure by letter and Seesaw/SMS message/phone tree.
A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management
Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of
the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school
day.
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather
forecast. This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your
child.
It is also important to note that:
 No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.
 School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger-rating day is determined for the Bureau of
Meteorology district in which the camp is located.
EXTREME DAYS – SCHOOL RELOCATION
OUR SCHOOL HAS OBTAINED APPROVAL TO RELOCATE TO A LOWER RISK HOST
SCHOOL, Romsey Primary School, Station Street, Romsey ON EXTREME FIRE
DANGER RATING (FDR) DAYS THIS COMING BUSHFIRE SEASON
I am writing to advise you that following consultation with the School Council and the broader
school community, it was decided that our school Hesket Primary School would apply to the
Regional Director to relocate to lower risk host school, Romsey Primary School. Station Street,
Romsey on forecast Extreme Fire Danger Rating (FDR) days in our local area.
The Regional Director has approved the school’s request to relocate to Romsey Primary School.
Accordingly, the school will contact you directly via Seesaw/SMS message/phone tree on the day prior
to the forecast Extreme day to confirm the relocation arrangements.
This information will also be posted on the Department of Education and Training website, which we
strongly recommend that you monitor for updates – see
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
In regard to student transport to and from the relocated facility please note that parents/carers
will be required to deliver their child/ren to Romsey Primary School and collect them from Romsey
Primary School.
Student medications will be collected and taken to Romsey Primary School.
Students attending Romsey Primary School on an Extreme day are to be walked to the Romsey
Primary School General Office where they will be met by a Hesket Primary School staff member.
Being in a different setting, it is imperative that you physically sign your child over to a Hesket
Primary staff member.
We acknowledge that the potential relocation of our school may result in some inconvenience to
you and your family, but the safety of our students and staff remains our top priority.
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