
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

How lovely it was to be able to open up our school to 

you all this week for our annual Welcome Back 

Breakfast. The turnout was just great, with everyone 

who had flexibility to attend coming along. 

 

This week, I’d like to introduce you to our Senior 

teacher, Melanie Thurstun. 

  

Hello Everyone, 

  
My name is Melanie Thurstun and I am the new 

Senior classroom teacher at Hesket Primary 

School.   

  

It has been an absolute privilege and joy to start 

the year off with this group. I am very excited to be working at this wonderful little school where I have 

very quickly realised that community means everything.   

  

My background is in school literacy and inclusive education (special needs), and I am very passionate 

about the fields of history, food science and sustainability. When I am not in the classroom you will find 

me cooking up a storm in the kitchen, helping out at local community BBQs, pottering around in my 

garden in Kyneton, and propagating plants at my family’s nursery.  

  

It was an absolute pleasure to meet some Hesket families on Thursday morning at the Welcome Back 

Brekky. I look forward to meeting more families in the coming weeks – please come up and say hello if 

you see me.  

  

- Mrs T  

 

Classroom Caterpillars! 

This week we got six very special monarch caterpillars in our classroom.  We were 

all so excited to see all of the wriggly caterpillars! 

 

We got them because we will be studying them and learning more about 

caterpillars.  In Science we are doing biological science and investigating things. 

 

I love caterpillars and can’t wait to see how they turn out. 

 

- Bridget. 

 

Happy Birthday 

This week we would like to wish Issy a very happy birthday as she turned 10 on the 

10th. Your friends loved celebrating with you and I hear that you even had them sing 

to you twice! 

 

 

 

Students of the Week  

Diary Dates 

 

February 

 Prep students do not attend Wednesdays 

 Mon 15th – School Council @ 4pm 

 

March 

 Thurs 4th – Student Conferences this Week 

 Thurs 18th – School Photos 

 Fri 19th – Cultural Understanding and 

Sensitivity Training (CUST) Curriculum day – 

Student Free  

 

April  

 1st – Last Day of Term One – 2.30pm finish 
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Congratulations to this week’s Students of the Week. The great start to the year continues – so much 

so that Zoe and Mr Williamson couldn’t decide on only one star student! Congratulations to Harvey, 

Hillary, Amelia, Emily and Mia who are our deserving Students of the Week this week. 

 

 

 
 

Swimming 

Final arrangements are being made for our week-long swimming lessons in Term Two. We have booked 

the Gisborne Aquatic Centre from the 24th to the 28th of May. Students will travel by bus to the Aquatic 

Centre and will participate in a levelled one hour lesson. The number of students attending can have a 

significant impact on bus pricing. We ask that if you are not wanting your child to attend, that you notify 

the school so we price the excursion correctly.  

 

Update on New Outside Area 

Just a very quick update on our soon to be constructed outside area. The area that sits between the 

new building and undercover area will be cleared, with veggie garden moved on the 19th of March 

(student free day). We are hoping that the works will then be completed over the April school holidays. 

For families new to the school, this area will become an outdoor classroom space that students will use 

through the day, as well as a place where community can come together for assemblies and school 

events.  

 

Reading Satchels 

All grades have settled into the routine of nightly readers. Can all parents remind/encourage their 

children to bring their signed reading book or diary and satchel to school every day? 

 

Student Enrolment Information Form 

Last week, all families receieved a copy of their child’s confidential students enrolment details. Many 

have already been returned but there are still a few outstanding. Ensuring that we have the most up to 

date details for all of our families is incredibly important, especially in the event of an emergency. Can 

all of these forms please be returned by next Monday at the latest. Deb will be updating all student 

records next week.  

 
School Council – Nominations – From Last Week’s Newsletter! 

It is that time of the year when we are calling for nominations for School Council. School Councillors 

have a tenure of two years. School Council comprises of six parents, three DET employees and one 

community member. Parent members, Anita Lacey and Madeleine Arch have another year left on 

their tenures and Brett Hayler, Erin Verity, Dave Rayment and Jillian Ryan are finishing their tenures 

this March. We thank these parents for their continued support of the school.  

 



  
This leaves us with the following vacancies: 

 four, two-year parent vacancies  

 one, two-year community member vacancy.  

 

We invite those parents that are current members to reapply. If you would like to be nominated or to 

self-nominate for one of the vacancies on School Council, please complete the nomination form 

attached to this newsletter. Nominations will close at 4.00pm on Friday 26th February. You do not 

need any particular experience to be a member of School Council, just willingness to participate and 

contribute to Hesket Primary. It would be terrific for the school if we could again have a full School 

Council. 

 

Three Way Conferences 

Student/Teacher/Parent conferences are planned for Thursday the 4th of March. On this day we will 

run an alternative program so that teachers and students can be available to meet with their parents 

and guardians to discuss each students’ learning goals for 2021. Last week all families received a 

slip to nominte a suitable interview time.   

 

If it is not possible for you to meet with your child and their teacher on this day, please make contact 

so that another time can be organised.  

 

CSEF - Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund – From Last Week’s Newsletter 

Eligibility 

Below is the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions 

Fund (CSEF). 

 

Criteria 1 

To be eligible for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered Government 

or non-government Victorian primary or secondary school must: 

· on the first day of Term one, or; 

· on the first day of Term two; 

 

Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder 

of Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner 

Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR 

· Be a temporary foster parent, and; 

· Submit an application to the school by the due date. 

 

A special consideration eligibility category also exists.                       

For more information, see: www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

 

Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not 

income tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or 

(b) above. 

 

Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria 

School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age inclusive. 

For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered 

primary or secondary school. Typically, these students are aged between five and 18 years inclusive. 

CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooled, or TAFE. 

 

Eligibility Date 

For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession 

card being successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of either Term  

One (27 January 2021) or Term Two (19 April 2021). 

 

If you believe you are eligible for the above, please request a form from the office and complete and 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef


  
return it as soon as possible.  

 

Parent Payment 

Today most families will have received a second copy of the fee schedule for Essential Learning items. 

We understand that there was some confusion around the new DET form that was sent home at the 

end of 2020. Please contact the Deb, Jeanette or myself if you have any questions regarding the 

information sent home today. Thank you to those families who have already made this payment.  

 

School’s Out 

School’s Out continues to be an ever popular place to spend a morning or afternoon. While we work 

closely with the School’s Out team, can I remind all families that the school is not part of the booking 

process. If you need to make or cancel a booking at a late stage, please contact directly Jen on 0409 

559 279.  

 

 

  



  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


