Newsletter
Term 3 – 15th October 2021
Diary Dates

It has been lovely to see lots of our students in person this
week after so much time at home.

November
• Tues 2nd – Melbourne Cup Day Public
Holiday
• Thurs 4th – Hesket Cup Sports Day
• Mon 8th – School Council
• Tues 23rd – Prep 2022 Transition #1 (TBC)
• Tues 30th – Prep 2022 Transition #2 (TBC)

I would like to acknowledge everyone’s flexibility this week
and in advance for next week as we have one more week of
a staggered return. While our Middle and Senior grades are
smaller than usual, it has been a great opportunity for
Melanie and Nick to spend more one-on-one time with
students and to ascertain ‘next steps’ for learning for each
child following a very disrupted year.

December
• Mon 6th – School Council
• Tues 7th – Prep 2022 Transition #3 (TBC)
• Tues 7th – Grade Six/Year Seven Transition
Day (TBC)
• Thurs 15th - Last Day of 2021 School –
normal finish time
• Fri 16th – Curriculum Day

Punctuality
During this interim period, I would like to ask that families
make an extra effort for students to arrive on time. As you
can imagine, having students attend on different days is an
extra challenge for our composite grades and students
arriving after lessons have been introduced adds another
layer of complexity. The staff thank you!

Absences
Similarly, if students are absent for a particular reason we would really appreciate you letting the school know
with as much notice as possible. Thank you to those families who have been really proactive in their
communication with us.
An Exciting Announcement
We have just been informed that we have been selected to be part of the 2022 Mental Health in Primary Schools
Pilot.
The Department of Education and Training (DET) has partnered with the Murdoch Children’s Research Institute
(MCRI) and Melbourne Graduate School of Education (MGSE) at the University of Melbourne to deliver a pilot to
provide more mental health support in primary schools (the Pilot).
Participating schools receive funding to employ a Mental Health and Wellbeing Coordinator (MHWC) to
implement a whole-school approach to mental health and wellbeing. The MHWC is a qualified teacher who will
take up their role alongside participation in a comprehensive training program and receive ongoing support and
professional development through a structured Communities of Practice process. The role and the training
program combine to form the “MHWC model”.
The aims of the pilot are to:
• Build the capability and confidence of educators to better identify and support students with mental
health concerns
• Implement effective mental health strategies aligned to social and emotional learning in the curriculum
and whole-school approaches to health, wellbeing, teaching and learning initiatives
• Develop a clear pathway for referrals for students identified as requiring further assessment and
intervention within the school and to regional and external community-based services
• Build connections with local health services and better navigate the service sector.
I will soon begin the recruitment process to appoint someone to this role. I am incredibly excited about this
opportunity for our school.

COVID19 (Summary of updates)
- From Monday the 18th of October, all students in Grades Three to Six are
required to wear a mask. The school has disposable masks that can be tied
to fit students if required. The Victorian Chief Officer strongly recommends
all children at primary schools wear masks.
- All students will resume onsite learning full time from the 26th October,
subject to public health advice.
- OSHC (School's Out) is open to children attending school on the relevant
day for the year level AND other children eligible for onsite supervision and
learning.
- The playground is available for school use and for community use outside
of school hours.
- School tours are not permitted at this stage.
- Excursions, incursions and camps are not permitted at this stage.
- The Kinder transition program is still to be confirmed. The dates listed in the Diary Dates map out a program we
hope to run.
- Grade Six transition day is still to be confirmed.
- Instrumental lessons can resume with recommended ventilation and physical distancing in place.
- Ventilation audits and CO2 monitoring are being conducted on a sample of schools. DET will commence
delivering air purifying units to schools from Term Four. We do not yet know when ours will arrive.
- Where practical, doors and windows will be open to support good ventilation.
- All school staff will have had their first dose of COVID-19 vaccine by the 18th of October and will be fully
vaccinated by the 29th of November. All visiting allied health staff, CRTs, professional learning providers,
cleaners, student teachers and parents who are volunteering in the school will also need to be vaccinated.
- Good hand hygiene, school cleaning and social distancing will continue to be priorities.
The following is DET Information relating to mask wearing I received this afternoon.
Students in Grade 3 and Above
• Face masks will be required for all school students in Grade 3 and above indoors, including at Outside
School Hours Care (OSHC) programs, unless a lawful exception applies. Face masks can be removed while
outdoors at school for primary students.
• Students in Grades 3 to 6 are required to wear face masks from 18 October 2021. All other students who
are required to wear a face mask must continue to do so from the first day they return to onsite learning.
• Face masks are strongly recommended for Prep to Year 2 students.
• For composite classes of Grade 2 and 3 students, Grade 2 students will be strongly encouraged to wear masks
like their Grade 3 peers.
• Students with a medical condition or disability that make wearing a face covering unsuitable are not
required to wear a mask.
• Face masks are required for students in Grade 3 to Grade 6 unless an exception applies. Exceptions
include students with a physical or mental disability where their disability means it would not be suitable.
Parent/carers of a student/s who meet the criteria for an exception must provide their approval in writing
for their child/ren to not wear a mask to the school.
The staff will continue to make an effort to talk positively about mask wearing as well as modelling positive
behaviours. Once again, we thank you for your support.
Curriculum Day – From Last Week
You will notice in the Diary Dates that we have selected a date for our final curriculum day for the year. We have
selected this day as we are reluctant to interrupt any learning once we have all students back on site. This will
mean that our final day for the 2021 school year will be Thursday the 16th of December, with school finishing at
the normal time of 3.30pm.
SunSmart
Just a reminder that we are a SunSmart school and in Term One and Term Four it is a
requirement that students wear their school wide brimmed SunSmart hats.

Some Happy Snaps From This Week

