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Diary Dates
November
• Tues 24th – 2021 Prep Transition
#1
December
• Tues 1st – 2021 Prep Transition
#2
• Mon 7th – School Council
• Tues 8th - 2021 Prep Transition
#3
• Thurs 10th – Late/Movie Night at
School
• Fri 18th – Last Day of Term Four –
1.30pm finish.

This week marks the middle of Term Four which means that there
is only five weeks left of the term. You’ll be hearing from your
children that Zoe and Nick have been completing lots of
assessment with the students in preparation for reports. So
many times this week both Zoe and Nick have shared with me
how impressed they are with the growth of their students despite
a very challenging year.
As Max and Robert get ready for secondary school, we will be very
excited to welcome our 2021 Preps to school next week. The
classroom in the old building has been painted and carpeted this
week, ready for our Preps and Ones next year.

Next Year
Next week I hope to announce some changes to staffing and
programs for 2021. As well as moving from two to three grades,
we also hope to another new staff member to our team, whose
sole responsibility with be driving our Science, Inquiry and Sustainability programs.

In planning for 2021, I am asking that you make contact with me directly if your family might be planning
on moving at any stage in 2021 or know of anyone intending to enrol.
Waterwatch Incursion
Today we were lucky enough to have an online visit from Alice from
Waterwatch who talked to all about the water cycle and sustainable
practices. You might find that your children come home this afternoon asking
to see your family’s water bill with an aim to keep under 155 litres of water
use per person.

Alice also talked to all of us about the importance of Take 3 – an initiative
where if all of us take three pieces of rubbish home with us when we are out,
we can make a huge difference to our environment.
Students of the Week
Congratulations to Mia and Amelia who are this week’s Students of the
Week. Mia has shown so much persistence over the last week, showing
herself to be a great problem solver in Maths, especially in the area of time where she has quickly
become a ‘pro’ in reading 24-hour time. The Junior award goes to Amelia for her fantastic writing. The
way you are using personification is quite impressive – who knew waves could throw themselves at the
shore. A Maths and a Writing superstar this week; well done you two!
Outstanding Monies
As the end of the year approaches I ask that families make contact with Jeanette if they have any
outstanding monies owing. This may be for uniform, lunch orders or any outstanding fees.

Bushfire at Risk Register (BARR)
Hesket Primary School is categorised as Category 2, which means that our site is considered to be at high risk
from bushfire. As such Hesket Primary School:
1. is required to close on CODE RED days
2. will not operate at its normal site under EXTREME fire danger conditions for our Local Government Area (LGA).
On EXTREME days, we will relocate to lower risk host school, Romsey Primary School. On these days, you will be
required to drop off and pick up your child/ren from Romsey Primary School.

SEVERE: Hesket Primary OPERATE and Monitor Conditions
EXTREME: Hesket Primary to RELOCATE to Romsey Primary School
CODE RED: Hesket Primary will CLOSE
You will be contacted directly via SMS, Seesaw or telephone the day prior to the CODE RED and EXTREME
weather days.
Understanding Warnings
Warnings are issued when a fire has started and you need to take
action. Make sure you understand the three levels of warnings and
what they mean. The three levels of warnings are:
Our Hesket Primary watch zone on the Vic Emergency App is set at
25 km. Our fire response plan is as follows:
ADVICE: we will contact the DET Emergency Controllers and the local CFA and be guided by their advice,
monitoring conditions as they may change. At this stage, if it safe to do so, (Romsey Road clear) you may
choose to pick up your child.
WATCH AND ACT: we will contact the DET Emergency Controllers and the local CFA and seek advice on
whether to:
• evacuate all staff and students to a safe location
• remain on site and monitor conditions
If we evacuate, it will be dependent on the safest evacuation route. You will be notified of this. We ask that
you do not attend the school.
EMERGENCY WARNING: the warning states that it is too late to leave then we shelter in place and seek further
advice. We will contact the DET Emergency Controllers and the local CFA to inform them we are gathering in
our Shelter in Place. This is to gain the best advice and ensure emergency services are aware of our situation
and are available to assist. At this stage we will be evacuating or Sheltering in Place (on advice) and ask that
you do not attend the school. If you arrive at school at this stage, we will encourage you to stay with your child.
We have local agreements with Romsey Primary School and Kyneton Primary School and will evacuate to the
safest location, given the conditions of the day. Local bus lines are on standby to evacuate us should a situation
arise.

If we evacuate, we will be in communication with you via SMS, Seesaw or a phone call.
At all times, the school will endeavour to communicate our actions with families, however we ask that families
do not contact the school as we only have two phone lines which need to be available to communicate with
emergency services.
We also ask that families do not attend school to pick up their child, as this will dramatically increase traffic in
the area. This has the potential to interfere with emergency vehicles, making access more difficult.
This plan was written in conjunction with the Hesket CFA.

