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Hesket Cup Day
Last Friday was such a great day at our Hesket
Cup. I knew it was going to be a great day as the
November
first students arrived, dressed in their team
 Tues 26th – Step into Prep Transition #1
colours and bursting with excitement. Despite the
(9-11.30am)
dreary weather, the atmosphere was fantastic with
so many families coming along to cheer our
December
competitors on. The cooperation and
 Tues 3rd – Step into Prep Transition #2
encouragement that both teams showed made us
(9-11.30am)
all very proud with teams cheering on everyone. It
 Tues 10th – Step into Prep Transition #3
was my first Hesket Cup and I learnt a lot from
(9-1.00pm)
experienced
 Tues 10th – Statewide Primary to Secondary
captains, Robert
Transition Day
and Max. We did
 Sat 14th – Christmas Carols @ Romsey
not expect to be
Skate Park
going home (nor
 Fri 20th - Last Day of Term Four – 1.30pm
did the rest of the
Finish
school) with freshly
picked peonies or chocolate! The Vipers and the Looting Llamas were in
good hands! Thank you to all of our families who were able to come
along on the day, especially those who not so reluctantly competed in
our parent race, just happening to have a pair of runners in the car or
better still, arriving dressed for their event!
Diary Dates

Changes to Seesaw
You will have noticed on your child’s Seesaw account that we have added a learning goal for Writing.
Over the new four weeks we will trial learning goals and would appreciate any feedback that you may
have. This will soon extend to other curriculum areas as well. The significant change in Seesaw this
week is also that students now have access to their accounts. We will be encouraging them to send
home photos of their work that they are proud of and photos that show how they are improving on their
learning goal. We hope that this promotes many positive conversations about student learning at home.
(Student posts will need to be approved by a teacher before being sent home.)
Family Day Care Update
School Council met last week and are happy to provide you with an update on our progress with Family
Day Care. We have been informed that our application is currently sitting with the Department of
Education and we hope/anticipate having a response in the coming days. We know that more families
require some form of before and after school care and will let you know as soon as it is approved. At
this time, Our Village Family Childcare will be able to give you an accurate fee structure.

Bushfire at Risk Register (BARR)
As I write this on a day of Code Red in much of the northern part of the state, I
will to remind you of what the different warning levels mean for our school.
Hesket Primary School is categorised as Category 2, which means that our site
is considered to be at high risk from bushfire.
As such Hesket Primary School:
1. is required to close on CODE RED days
2. will not operate at its normal site under EXTREME fire danger conditions for our Local Government
Area (LGA). On EXTREME days, we will relocate to lower risk host school, Romsey Primary School. On
these days, you will be required to drop off and pick up your child/ren from Romsey Primary School.
CODE RED DAYS – SCHOOL CLOSURE
Where possible, we will provide parents with up to four days notice of a
potential Code Red day closure by letter and Seesaw/SMS message/phone tree.
A Code Red day will be determined by the Emergency Management
Commissioner no later than 1.00 pm the day before the potential closure. Once we are advised of
the confirmation of the Code Red day we will provide you with advice before the end of the school
day.
Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, regardless of improvements in the weather
forecast. This is to avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your
child.
It is also important to note that:
 No staff will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Code Red day.
 School camps will be cancelled if a Code Red fire danger-rating day is determined for the Bureau of
Meteorology district in which the camp is located.
EXTREME DAYS – SCHOOL RELOCATION
OUR SCHOOL HAS OBTAINED APPROVAL TO RELOCATE TO A LOWER RISK HOST
SCHOOL, Romsey Primary School, Station Street, Romsey ON EXTREME FIRE
DANGER RATING (FDR) DAYS THIS COMING BUSHFIRE SEASON
I am writing to advise you that following consultation with the School Council and the broader
school community, it was decided that our school Hesket Primary School would apply to the
Regional Director to relocate to lower risk host school, Romsey Primary School. Station Street,
Romsey on forecast Extreme Fire Danger Rating (FDR) days in our local area.
The Regional Director has approved the school’s request to relocate to Romsey Primary School.
Accordingly, the school will contact you directly via Seesaw/SMS message/phone tree on the day prior
to the forecast Extreme day to confirm the relocation arrangements.
This information will also be posted on the Department of Education and Training website, which we
strongly recommend that you monitor for updates – see
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/health/pages/closures.aspx
In regard to student transport to and from the relocated facility please note that parents/carers
will be required to deliver their child/ren to Romsey Primary School and collect them from Romsey

Primary School.
Student medications will be collected and taken to Romsey Primary School.
Students attending Romsey Primary School on an Extreme day are to be walked to the Romsey
Primary School General Office where they will be met by a Hesket Primary School staff member.
Being in a different setting, it is imperative that you physically sign your child over to a Hesket
Primary staff member.
We acknowledge that the potential relocation of our school may result in some inconvenience to
you and your family, but the safety of our students and staff remains our top priority.

GIRLS ROMSEY JUNIOR FOOTBALL TEAMS
Romsey Junior football netball club have lodged a formal Expression of Interest with the
RDFL to field girls teams in three age groups (U/13, U/15 and U/18) in 2020 and we've
recently received a $10,000 grant from VicHealth to help us with the costs of setting up
teams in the 2020 season.
Planning is well underway for our next intensive skills program (open to everyone) which
will be held in February and kick start the pre-season for our teams.
And of course, during the year, Madison Prespakis took out the NAB Rising Star award,
proving that Romsey girls can do anything. We've had great support from Maddie, and
thanks to her, our juniors got to attend the AFL Draft Combine and do the testing to find
out what aspiring AFL players have to go through to reach their dream.
If you're interested in playing or helping out with our girls' footy teams, or just want to learn
how to kick the footy at our next program, contact our Girls' Footy Coordinator Alexandra
Hurley via Facebook or on 0411 282 394 for a chat.
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