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Diary Dates
December
 Tues 1st – 2021 Prep Transition
#2
 Mon 7th – School Council
 Tues 8th - 2021 Prep Transition
#3
 Thurs 10th – Late/Movie Night at
School
 Fri 18th – Last Day of Term Four –
1.30pm finish.




With three weeks of the year to go, it’s difficult not to get excited
about some festive and celebratory activities that we have
planned, especially as we’ve just been notified that as we move
into the Last Step of the roadmap of reopening, there are a
number of significant changes for schools.

Some of the key changes are:
 parents are now permitted to be onsite for school drop-offs
and pick-ups, being careful not to congregate for extended
period of time and observing social distancing
 guest speakers and incursion leaders are now permitted on
school site
graduation ceremonies and assemblies can take place on school site, however parents are not
yet permitted to attend assemblies. We will seek clarification on what this can mean for us
drinking fountains will be back in use from next Monday.

Transition
On Tuesday we welcomed our nine new 2021 Preps to Hesket. Our Hesket Kids spent the morning with
Zoe and Beth in their new classroom, freshly painted and carpeted and only awaiting new furniture. I’m
very excited to see the classroom come back to life over the coming weeks as it truly is a pretty special
space.
Zoe was all smiles in telling me about the fabulous morning she’d had with our 2021 Preps, having a
great morning of stories, songs and getting to know one another. A highlight was then a treasure hunt
around the school where our newest members collected treasure as they discovered new places to play;
apparently there were quite a few strawberries eaten along the way too!
One place that the group didn’t visit this week was our very popular fairy garden and I understand they
are all bursting at the seams to explore it next week.

Students of the Week
Congratulations to Maceo, Max and Chase who are this week’s Students of the Week. When I asked
Clare (who had the Senior grade for much of the week) who deserved the award, she couldn’t split Max
and Chase, who by her account were polite, listened well and got on with whatever was asked of them
straight away. Well done to the both of you! In the Junior grade Maceo was standout, he’s been doing
some excellent reading and writing and has been joining in PE really well too. Well done to the three of
you for demonstrating our school values so well over the last week!
Happy Birthday
Ada turned seven yesterday and said she had the best day with her cousin
visiting. She couldn’t think what her favourite present was because she got
so many! What a lucky girl. We hope you had a wonderful day!

School’s Out
Please see information on the back page regarding School’s Out Before and After Care. You’ll get to meet
Katie, our new coordinator soon enough but she has asked families to register their interest in the
program, for regular and casual bookingsand to access the School Holiday Program. This will support our
new service to plan for staffing and resourcing for 2021.

Outstanding Monies
As the end of the year approaches I ask that families make contact with Jeanette if they have any
outstanding monies owing. This may be for uniform, lunch orders or any outstanding fees.

Bushfire at Risk Register (BARR)
Hesket Primary School is categorised as Category 2, which means that our site is considered to be at high risk
from bushfire. As such Hesket Primary School:
1. is required to close on CODE RED days
2. will not operate at its normal site under EXTREME fire danger conditions for our Local Government Area (LGA).
On EXTREME days, we will relocate to lower risk host school, Romsey Primary School. On these days, you will be
required to drop off and pick up your child/ren from Romsey Primary School.

SEVERE: Hesket Primary OPERATE and Monitor Conditions
EXTREME: Hesket Primary to RELOCATE to Romsey Primary School
CODE RED: Hesket Primary will CLOSE
You will be contacted directly via SMS, Seesaw or telephone the day prior to the CODE RED and EXTREME
weather days.
Understanding Warnings
Warnings are issued when a fire has started and you need to take
action. Make sure you understand the three levels of warnings and
what they mean. The three levels of warnings are:
Our Hesket Primary watch zone on the Vic Emergency App is set at
25 km. Our fire response plan is as follows:
ADVICE: we will contact the DET Emergency Controllers and the local CFA and be guided by their advice,
monitoring conditions as they may change. At this stage, if it safe to do so, (Romsey Road clear) you may
choose to pick up your child.
WATCH AND ACT: we will contact the DET Emergency Controllers and the local CFA and seek advice on
whether to:
 evacuate all staff and students to a safe location
 remain on site and monitor conditions
If we evacuate, it will be dependent on the safest evacuation route. You will be notified of this. We ask that
you do not attend the school.
EMERGENCY WARNING: the warning states that it is too late to leave then we shelter in place and seek further
advice. We will contact the DET Emergency Controllers and the local CFA to inform them we are gathering in
our Shelter in Place. This is to gain the best advice and ensure emergency services are aware of our situation
and are available to assist. At this stage we will be evacuating or Sheltering in Place (on advice) and ask that
you do not attend the school. If you arrive at school at this stage, we will encourage you to stay with your child.
We have local agreements with Romsey Primary School and Kyneton Primary School and will evacuate to the
safest location, given the conditions of the day. Local bus lines are on standby to evacuate us should a situation
arise.
If we evacuate, we will be in communication with you via SMS, Seesaw or a phone call.
At all times, the school will endeavour to communicate our actions with families, however we ask that families
do not contact the school as we only have two phone lines which need to be available to communicate with
emergency services.
We also ask that families do not attend school to pick up their child, as this will dramatically increase traffic in
the area. This has the potential to interfere with emergency vehicles, making access more difficult.
This plan was written in conjunction with the Hesket CFA.

