
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back to the 2022 school year. Our new 

Preps have settled in beautifully and are already 

happy and confident in their classroom. Mrs 

Thurstun’s and Mr Williamson’s grades have settled 

just as well. Our Middle and Senior grades have 

jumped right into their learning as though they never 

left nd as I wander through the Junior room, I can see 

our Preps having their very first go at ‘real 

schoolwork’.  

 

Stacy has sent through some great photos of the Art 

room this week where all students set up their new 

journals for the year. Our Juniors and Middle 

students made the invisible visible with oil pastels 

and water colour paint, while the Senior’s faces look 

a little perplexed in their photos as they completed 

continuous blind portraits.  

 

In Science, Sam has started the year off by bringing 

in a few friends – our Juniors got to know a 

caterpillar, and over the term will learn about and 

watch its remarkable transformation. Our Middle 

students held a stick insect and began making 

observations about its likeness to a praying mantis. 

I hear that our Seniors are set to have some insect visitors in the coming weeks – this week they played 

a carnivorous game where they all took on an animal character. Sadly some students were eaten by the 

end of the session! 

 

As you’ll see in our calendar, we are very excited to get back to ‘normal’ with our school community being 

welcomed back into the school. This can only be possible with everyone’s cooperation – all staff really 

appreciate families checking in and offering to show vaccination certificates, enabling all of us to focus 

more on the teaching and learning and less on the inevitable logistics associated with the virus. 

 

Students of the Week 

Choosing just one Student of the Week in each grade was tricky for the teachers this week. Well done 

to Alex, Lucas and Leo for such great starts!  

   

Diary Dates 

 

February 

Fri 11th – Welcome Back Breaky 

Prep students do not attend Wednesdays 

Mon 14th – School Council @ 4pm (2021 

Council – Final Meeting) 

Mon 14th – School Nurse Visit 

Fri 18th – Middle and Senior – 

Parent/Teacher Interviews 

 

March 

Mon 14th – Labour Day Public Holiday 

Tues 22nd – School Photos TBC 

Fri 25th – Whole School Athletics Day – 

Romsey Oval 

Mon 28th – School Council @ 4pm (2022 

Council – First Meeting) 

Mon 28th – Interschool Cross Country 

 

April  

Fri 8th – Last Day of Term One – 2.30pm 

finish 
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Happy Birthday 

This week we would like to say happy birthday to our January 

birthdays; we hope that Aurelia, Brooklyn, Ariella and Amelia all had 

wonderful days celebrating.  

 

Next Week’s Lunch Order – Sushi  
Just a little reminder that next Wednesday we will be having sushi for lunch. Please send 

along the correct money in a named envelope. Students have the choice of the following 

hand rolls for $3.50 each:  

• Tuna  

• Tuna and Avocado   

• Teriyaki Chicken  

• Veg  

• Avocado  
 

We ask that this is returned on Tuesday to assist Super Sushi with 

ordering.  

 

Preps will have their first special lunch when they attend full time.  

 

Welcome Back Breakfast  

We invite all students and parents/carers to attend a casual breakfast of egg 

and bacon sandwiches on Friday the 11th of February. Breakfast will be 

available from 8.45am and weather permitting, will be held on the basketball 

court. This is a terrific opportunity to meet those who are already a part of our 

school community as well as welcoming new families. This year we have also 

organised a coffee van if you would like to purchase coffee or hot chocolate for 

yourself or your children. 

 

As you are aware, only parents and carers who are double vaccinated are permitted on site. We will 

set up a small table outside the Art Room with sanitiser and a QR code so that everyone can check in.  

 

Mental Health in Primary Schools (MHiPS) 

Welcome back to the beginning of a new and exciting year! My name is Julie Coonan and I have started 

at Hesket PS this year as the Mental Health and Wellbeing Coordinator (MHWC). As you may have read 

last year Hesket Primary has been lucky to be chosen to be part of a state-wide pilot project. This 

project aims to address the gaps in the current child mental health system by building capacity of 

primary schools to better support child mental health and wellbeing.  

 

Throughout the year my role will be to build the capability and confidence of teaching and education 

support staff to best support students with mental health and wellbeing concerns.  

 

As a whole school we will also implement effective mental health strategies aligned to social and 

emotional learning in the curriculum and whole-school approaches to health, wellbeing, teaching and 

learning initiatives.  

 

During my first week here at Hesket I have been thrilled to see how happy and connected your children 

are to their teachers and peers. Connection and communication are fundamental to our wellbeing, and 

I can see these are already embedded within the school which puts us on a good trajectory for all those 

in our community to thrive.  

 

I look forward to meeting you and your children over the next few weeks and providing you with more 

information about the program.   

 



  
Julie (Monday, Wednesday and Thursday) 

 

Library 

On Monday Mrs Russell will be visiting for this year’s first library session. Can everyone please have a 

look at home for any books from 2021 that may still be at home.  

 

COVIDSafe Requirements for Visitors – CHANGES – PLEASE READ 
Visitors and volunteers on school sites (both inside and outdoors) are required to have received three 

doses of a COVID-19 vaccine by 25 February 2022 if they became fully vaccinated on or before 25 

October 2021. For those that became fully vaccinated after 25 October 2021, the deadline is 15 March 

2022, or have a valid medical exception.  

 

Uniform 

Please let Deb know if you require any extra uniform as she is about to do a bulk order. It seems lots of 

students have had growth spurts over the summer.  

 

School Nurse Visit 
Trina Douglas, our Primary School Nurse, will be visiting our school on the 14th of February.  

Trina will be completing:  

• Prep Health Assessments:  All parents/carers of Prep children are requested to complete their Health 

Questionnaire and return the form to the school office by next Monday. 

• Referrals (All Grades): Parents and/or teachers may refer children from any grade for assessments 

of vision, hearing, basic speech, toileting problems, general health or any parental concerns.  Please 

sign a referral form at the school office. 

 

Please note: 

• Children cannot be seen without signed consent from a parent or guardian.  

• There is no cost for the service.   

• If you have any questions, please see Seona. Trina is also happy for her contact details to be passed 

on so you may speak to her directly.  

 

Nut Aware School  

Please be aware that we have students in the school who are highly allergic or anaphylactic to the 

following foods: 

• ALL nuts 

• uncooked egg 

• kiwi fruit 

 

While we do not have a policy that bans these foods, we ask that you carefully consider 

alternatives. Please also take time to remind your child/ren of the importance of not sharing food 

and ensuring their hands are washed straight after eating. 

 

Student Enrolment Information Form 

This week a copy of your child’s Student Enrolment Information Form was sent home. It is important 

that our records at school are up to date and accurate so we ask that you check the details listed on 

this form. If changes need to be made please make them on the form and return the form to the 

school. If no changes are required please indicate this on the form and return it to the school. This way 

we can ensure all our records are accurate. Thank you in advance for your support with this matter. 

 

Car Parking 

School Council continue to focus on strategies to alleviate car park congestion. I have been contacted 

by the CFA this week to remind our school community not to park in the CFA car park. In the event of an 

emergency is it imperiative that there is full access for CFA members and emergency vehicles.  

 

 



  
Specialist Timetable  

The following is a copy of the days that students will be participating in specialist subjects.  

Monday Library 

Tuesday Art 

Wednesday Auslan 

Thursday Science/Sustainability 

Friday Sport 

*Please ensure students are in runners for Sport on Fridays.  

 

Three Way Conferences 

Student/Teacher/Parent conferences for students in the Middle and Senior grade are planned for 

Friday 18th February. On this day we will run an alternative program so that teachers can be available 

to meet with the families of their students.  

 

If it is not possible for you to meet with your child’s teacher on this day, please make contact so that 

another time can be organised.  

 

CSEF - Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund 

Eligibility 

Below is the criteria used to determine a student’s eligibility for the Camps, Sports and Excursions 

Fund (CSEF). 

 

Criteria 1 

To be eligible* for the fund, a parent or legal guardian of a student attending a registered 

Government or non-government Victorian primary or secondary school must: 

· on the first day of Term one, 31st January 2022 or;  

· on the first day of Term two; 26th April 2022. 

 

Be an eligible beneficiary within the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004, that is, be a holder 

of Veterans Affairs Gold Card or be an eligible Centrelink Health Care Card (HCC) or Pensioner 

Concession Card (PCC) holder, OR 

· Be a temporary foster parent, and; 

· Submit an application to the school by the due date. 

 

A special consideration eligibility category also exists.                       

For more information, see: www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 

 

Parents who receive a Carer Allowance on behalf of a child, or any other benefit or allowance not 

income tested by Centrelink, are not eligible for the CSEF unless they also comply with one of (a) or 

(b) above. 

 

Criteria 2 - Be of school age and attend school in Victoria 

School is compulsory for all Victorian children aged between six and 17 years of age inclusive. 

For the purposes of CSEF, students may be eligible for assistance if they attend a Victorian registered 

primary or secondary school. Typically, these students are aged between five and 18 years inclusive. 

CSEF is not payable to students attending pre-school, kindergarten, home schooled, or TAFE. 

 

Eligibility Date 

For concession card holders CSEF eligibility will be subject to the parent/legal guardian’s concession 

card being successfully validated with Centrelink on the first day of either Term One (31st January 

2022) or Term Two (26th April 2022). 

 

If you believe you are eligible for the above, please request a form from the office and complete and 

return it as soon as possible.  

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
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Bushfire at Risk Register (BARR)  
Hesket Primary School is categorised as Category 2, which means that our site is at 

high risk from bushfire. As such Hesket Primary School: 

1. is required to close on CODE RED days 

2. will not operate at its normal site under EXTREME fire danger conditions for our 

Local Government Area (LGA). On EXTREME days, we will relocate to lower risk host school, Romsey Primary 

School. On these days, you will be required to drop off and pick up your child/ren from Romsey Primary School.  

 

SEVERE: Hesket Primary OPERATE and Monitor Conditions 

EXTREME: Hesket Primary to RELOCATE to Romsey Primary School 

CODE RED: Hesket Primary will CLOSE 
 

You will be contacted directly via SMS, Seesaw or telephone the day prior to the CODE RED and EXTREME 

weather days.  

 

Understanding Warnings  

Warnings are issued when a fire has started and you need to take 

action. Make sure you understand the three levels of warnings and 

what they mean. The three levels of warnings are:  

 

Our Hesket Primary watch zone on the Vic Emergency App is set at 

25 km. Our fire response plan is as follows:  

ADVICE: we will contact the DET Emergency Controllers and the local CFA and be guided by their advice, 

monitoring conditions as they may change. At this stage, if it safe to do so, (Romsey Road clear) you may 

choose to pick up your child. 

WATCH AND ACT: we will contact the DET Emergency Controllers and the local CFA and seek advice on 

whether to: 

• evacuate all staff and students to a safe location 

• remain on site and monitor conditions 

If we evacuate, it will be dependent on the safest evacuation route. You will be notified of this. We ask that 

you do not attend the school.   

EMERGENCY WARNING: area and the warning states that it is too late to leave then we shelter in place and 

seek further advice. We will contact the DET Emergency Controllers and the local CFA to inform them we are 

gathering in our Shelter in Place. This is to gain the best advice and ensure emergency services are aware of 

our situation and are available to assist. At this stage we will be evacuating or Sheltering in Place (on advice) 

and ask that you do not attend the school. If you arrive at school at this stage, we will encourage you to stay 

with your child. 

 

We have local agreements with Romsey Primary School and Kyneton Primary School and will evacuate to the 

safest location, given the conditions of the day. Local bus lines are on standby to evacuate us should a situation 

arise.  

 

If we evacuate, we will be in communication with you via SMS, Seesaw or a phone call.  

 

At all times, the school will endeavour to communicate our actions with families, however we ask that families 

do not contact the school as we only have two phone lines which need to be available to communicate with 

emergency services.  

 

We also ask that families do not attend school to pick up their child, as this will dramatically increase traffic in 

the area. This has the potential to interfere with emergency vehicles, making access more difficult. 
 

This plan was written in conjunction with the Hesket CFA.  
 

 



  

 

 



  

 


